
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 20 October 2021] 

 p4606f-4607a 
Dr Tony Buti 

 [1] 

CORONAVIRUS — RELIEF FUND — INDONESIA 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.07 pm]: Could I commence 
by also acknowledging the wonderful members of the Western Australian Indonesian community, who are in the 
public gallery, and welcome them to Parliament. 
I would like to inform the house that the process for the Indonesia COVID-19 crisis relief fund, announced by the 
McGowan government in August 2021, has now been finalised. The fund was designed to assist in easing Indonesia’s 
suffering during the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has been exacerbated by the highly contagious 
Delta variant. The $2 million Indonesia COVID-19 crisis relief fund is administered as a grant program by the 
Office of Multicultural Interests. 
Twenty-two Western Australian Indonesian community associations and groups came together to prepare and 
submit a joint grant application through Kreasi Indonesia Inc. Kreasi Indonesia will lead the cooperative approach 
to support crisis relief initiatives in Indonesia through its charity partner, Save the Children Australia. This second 
wave of COVID-19 has infected millions of people across Indonesia and has resulted in the deaths of more than 
140 000 people. The impact of this crisis is heavily felt by the Indonesian communities of Western Australia. 
More than 11 000 Western Australians were born in Indonesia or have Indonesian ancestry, with many having 
family and friends affected by the pandemic. The funding recognises the importance of our economic, cultural and 
person-to-person links with Indonesia and its people, and will support the excellent work of registered charities 
who are delivering aid in the areas that are most in need. 
I would like to acknowledge that throughout the pandemic, Western Australians from Indonesian heritage have 
not only played an important role in keeping our state safe, but, at the same time, also supported relief initiatives in 
Indonesia. This one-off grant will provide essential on-the-ground assistance to badly affected communities, and 
assist in their recovery from the devastating impact of this second wave. I commend the WA Indonesian community 
associations in coming together and working collaboratively to ensure this funding support reaches people in need 
across Indonesia. 
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